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with on the lips of the poor man as of the rich.    In
"Europe the principle of interest is much grosser
than it is in America, but at the same time it is less
common, and especially it is less avowed : among us
men still constantly feign gi eat abnegation which thev
*io longer feel. The Americans, on the contrary, are
fond of explaining almost all the actions of their lives
bv the principle of interest rightly understood ; thev
show with complacency how an enlightened regard
for themselves constantly prompts them to assist each
other, and inclines them willingly to sacrifice a
portion of their time and property to the welfare of
the State. In this respect I think they frequently fail
to do themselves justice ; for in the United States, as
well as elsewhere, people are sometimes seen to give
way to those disinterested and spontaneous impulses
which are natural to man ; but the Americans seldom
allow that they yield to emotions of this kind ; they
are more anxious to do honour to their philosophy
-than to themselves.
I might here pause, without attempting to pass a
judgment on what I have described. The extreme
difficulty of the subject would be my excuse, but I
shall not avail myself of it; and I had rather that my
readers, clearly perceiving my object, should refuse
to follow me than that I should leave them in sus-
pense. The principle of interest rightly understood
is not a lofty one, but it is clear and sure. It dees not
aim at mighty objects, but it attains without excessive
exertion all those at which it aims. As it lies within
the reach of all capacities, every one can without
difficulty apprehend and retain it. By its admirable
conformity to human weaknesses, it easily obtains
great dominion ; nor is that dominion precarious,
since the principle checks one personal interest by
another, and uses, to direct the passions, the very